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SUMMARY: THE DGB HAS COME OUT IN FAVOR OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S ENERGY POLICY.GIVING NUCLEAR ENERGY A CONDI- 
TIONAL .’YES". THE DGB DECLARATION WARNS THAT A 
POLICY OF ECONOMIC GROWTH, ORIENTED TOWARD FULL 
EMPLOYMENT, CANNOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT THE USE OF 
NUCLEAR ENERGY AND SUGGESTS A lO-POINT PROGRAM TO 
SOLVE THE ENERGY PROBLEM. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . AT ITS MEETING ON APRIL 5, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF 
THE GERMAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION (DGB) UNANIMOUSLY 
ADOPTED A STATEMENT WHICH ENDORSES THE GOVERNMENT'S 
ENERGY POLICY AS LAID DOWN IN THE CHANCELLOR'S GOVERN- 
MENT DECLARATION OF DECEMBER 16, 1976. THE ENDORSE- 
MENT IS LIMITED, HOWEVER, BY THE CONDITION THAT THE 
SAFETY OF THE WORKERS INVOLVED AND THE PEOPLE IN 
GENERAL BE GUARANTEED IN THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERA- 
TION OF NUCLEAR REACTORS AND IN THE DISPOSAL OF 
NUCLEAR WASTE. 

2. THE STATEMENT POINTS OUT THAT A POLICY OF ECONOMIC 
GROWTH ORIENTED TOWARD FULL EMPLOYMENT REQUIRES 
ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF ENERGY. THIS GOAL CANNOT BE 
ACHIEVED,™ THE DGB'S OPINION, IF THE USE OF NUCLEAR 
ENERGY IS COMPLETELY RENOUNCED IN SPITE OF ATTEMPTS 
TO SAVE ENERGY, TO UTILIZE MORE COAL OR TO DEVELOP 
NEW ENERGY SOURCES. 

3. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE DGB WENT ON RECORD OPPOSING 
THE "UNDIFFERENTIATED DEMAND ' FOR AN UNCONDITIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF A NETWORK OF NUCLEAR PLANTS. THE 
DECLARATION CITED MISGIVINGS ABOUT THE STILL UNCLARI- 
FIED SAFETY RISKS INVOLVING THE PROTECTION OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 

4. IN THE SECOND PART OF ITS POLICY PRONOUNCEMENT, 

THE DGB PROPOSED A lO-POINT PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC DIS- 
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CUSSION WHICH, INTER ALIA, CALLED FOR: 

A) SAVING ENERGY WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING THE GOAL OF FULL 
EMPLOYMENT; 

B) EXTENDING THE USE OF DOMESTIC HARD COAL FOR ENERGY 
PRODUCTION. (OUTMODED POWER PLANTS SHOULD BE RE- 
PLACED BY MODERN INSTALLATIONS ALSO USING HARD 
COAL.); 

C) CONTINUING CONSTRUCTION FOR POWER PLANTS NOW IN 
PREPARATION, WITH THE PROVISO THAT OPERATION PERMITS 
SHOULD BE ISSUED ONLY AFTER THE PROBLEM OF THE 
DISPOSAL OF NUCLEAR WASTES HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY 
CLARIFIED; 

D) APPEALING TO THE GOVERNMENT TO PREPARE POLITICAL 
AND TECHNOLOGICAL ALTERNATIVES IF THE SAFETY AND 
DISPOSAL PROBLEMS OF NUCLEAR ENERGY CANNOT BE 
SOLVED AS EXPECTED; 

E) PROMOTING MORE INTENSIVE AND URGENT RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE SPHERE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY IN 
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ORDER TO REDUCE THE SAFETY RISK, IMPROVE SAFETY 
STANDARDS, MAINTAIN THE GERMAN ABILITY TO EXPORT 
TECHNOLOGY AND FACILITIES, AND SAFEGUARD JOBS IN 
THE INDUSTRIES INVOLVED. 


5. COMMENT: THE DGB STATEMENT REPRESENTS A COMPROMISE 
BETWEEN DIVERGING INTERESTS WITHIN THE LABOR MOVEMENT. 
A NUMBER OF UNION OFFICIALS, PARTICULARLY INTELLECTUALS 
IN UNION HEADQUARTERS, OPENLY SYMPATHIZED WITH THE 
ANTI-NUCLEAR ENERGY MOVEMENT AND THE SO-CALLED CITI- 
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AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
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ZENS' INITIATIVES. CONCURRENTLY, THERE WAS IN- 
CREASING IRRITATION AMONG THE WORKERS INVOLVED IN 
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THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS OF NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANTS WHO FEARED THE LOSS OF THEIR JOBS UNLESS THE 
CITIZENS' INITIATIVES WERE EFEECTIVELY COUNTERED. 

THE GOVERNMENT TACITLY ENCOURAGED THIS SENTIMENT 
EXPRESSED BY THE WORKERS AND WORKS COUNSELLORS OF 
SUCH MAJOR PLANTS, AS THE KRAETWERKS-UNION (KWU). 

(THE CHANCELLOR RECENTLY RECEIVED A GROUP OF KWU 
WORKS COUNCILLORS TO LISTEN TO THEIR CONCERNS.) 

FURTHERMORE, THE MINISTER EOR TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH, 

HANS MATTHOEFER (SPD MEMBER AND A FORMER LEADING OEFICIAL IN 
THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE DGB METALWORKERS UNION) BRIEFED 
TOP LABOR LEADERS ON NUCLEAR ENERGY EARLY IN MARCH 
AND EXPLAINED THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION. PUBLICATION 
OF THIS DGB OPINION STATEMENT PROBABLY HAS BEEN EXPE- 
DITED BY RECENT RIOTS ACCOMPANYING DEMONSTRATIONS OF 
NUCLEAR OPPONENTS AT BUILDING SITES OF NEW NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT PROJECTS THUS INCREASING THE JOB RISK OF 
IMPORTANT GROUPS OF ORGANIZED LABOR. 

6. FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, THE DGB MINE AND ENERGY 
WORKERS UNION HAS BEEN IN THE FRONT RANKS OF 
SUPPORTERS OF NUCLEAR ENERGY. THE METALWORKERS UNION 
FOLLOWED AFTER SOME ORIGINAL RELUCTANCE, PROBABLY YIEL 
ING TO PRESSURE FROM AMONG ITS LOWER ECHELONS AS DID 
THE CONSTRUCTION AND CHEMICAL WORKERS UNION. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, SOME OF THE SMALLER DGB AFFILIATES SEEMED 
TO HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE ARGUMENTS OF NUCLEAR 
OPPONENTS. THE LISTING OF CONDITIONS AND MISGIVINGS 
IN THE DGB PAPER, HOWEVER, MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR THESE 
UNION LEADERS TO ADD THEIR APPROVAL TO THE DECLARATION 
IN SPITE OF THEIR RESERVATIONS. 
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